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Mussel farm plastic debris

— a huge environmental problem!

Photos depict plastic products from the mussel farms after a beach cleanup
Polymers showing plastic loops that break off into ocean.

Fishing and aquaculture has so cor-
rupted this country you could com-
pare the fishing industry to the Ital-
ian mafia. They have the bankroll
and think they can own everybody.
This very thing has been shap-
ing governments for years and
New Zealand is no different.
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The Perfect
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Some of those protecting their indus-
try from the top down; believe it is
their right and what they have done
and got away with for years and years.
Political donations get
there way and buy favour.
The simple fact is that mussel farms
are made of plastic; it is essentially a
floating plastic assortment of ropes
and floats. When the mussel lines get
damaged by wear and tear, the broken
lines, loops, ties and minute pieces of
mussel rope end up in the ocean.
New Zealand has signed up to the
UN-led “Clean Seas” campaign. With
over 150 million tonnes of plastics
in the ocean, this movement aims
to engage all sectors of society to
protect marine reserves by increas-
ing waste minimization efforts
and turning the tide on plastics.
Few people have any idea of how
a mussel farm is constructed.

By design, these different forms of plas-
tic are made to be strong, hard wear-
ing polypropylene/polymers that are
tough enough to withstand the forces
of nature while being placed under ex-
treme pressure when the mussel lines
are loaded with tonnes of product.
Plastic is a man-made catastrophe
when it comes to the ocean and has
become a major worldwide prob-
lem with its long lasting ability to
kill a variety of marine creatures in-
cluding sea mammals and birds.
Another example is the Aquaculture
in the Coromandel booklet distrib-
uted by the TCDC and CoroMFA,
where no mention is made of the Bi-
catch effect or lack of beach cleanups.
The focus of the booklet appears
to be the social and economic
benefits to the communities of
Coromandel Township, Manaia
and Whitianga where the major-
ity of sector employees live and work.
Coromandel Town is one small
town reliant on the larger in-
dustries to employ locals.
These people are completely dis-
gusted with the fact that they are
sworn to secrecy on what hap-
pens on board the mussel harvest-
ers and know that they will lose
they jobs should they go public.
These are the very folk that have stood
up and advised us of what is going on
below decks and under the waterline.
How can industry and Councils project
social and economic benefits yet cast
the huge environment issues aside?
Aquaculture and Mussel Farm-
ing in particular, is of vi-
tal importance to our district.
Many of us love our seafood and ag-
uaculture contributes hugely to that
love affair and our food-basket in
the sea. Aquaculture also enhances
the recreational catch for fishing
folk who hang out on the water by
the mussel farms, in boats or kay-
aks, with a line or two over the side.
Tourism, employment and recrea-
tional pursuits are all boosted by
our aquaculture industry, so the
potential to have a great indus-
try is there but it is being eroded

by greed, laziness and denial.

Service industries within our local
communities
thrive on the ad-
ditional  spin-off

from the provision
of engineering
and other necessi-
ties, such as ropes
and buoys, for
the industry. The
industry says that
it is constantly
looking at how
to improve what
it does, to ensure

that our environmental footprint is
minimized. Yet some equipment is im-
ported from overseas rather than use
the more expensive better construct-
ed local product just to save money
at the expense of the environment.
Keeping engaged and informed, and
developing relationships is an es-
sential component for any council
in support of industries within our
region. For us that means taking ad-
vantage of opportunities that add
value to aquaculture in our waters,”
says Thames Mayor Sandra Goudie.
What Mayor Goudie fails to mention
anywhere is the huge environmental
effect mussel farms play on the Gulf
or maybe she is turning a blind eye.
Is she really serious in her
ability to ignore this issue?
As the Gulf is hammered by more
and more storms these environ-
mental issues will become more
frequent and the damage greater.
Beach clean-ups are not working
The TCDC'’s and Environment Waika-
to's lackadaisical approach shows that
they have little regard to the potential
effects of plastic in the Gulf. These are
the very people that are charged with
protecting our foreshore and seabed.
Yet when a beach clean-up oc-
curs they don't do any checks
and only beaches bordering re-
serves have beach clean-ups.
The industry puts on a BBQ for a school
to do some beach clean-ups on an ad-
hoc basis. Yet when you go for a walk
along any beach in the Hauraki Gulf
it's pretty obvious that is not enough.
The industry promotes itself as a truly
sustainable industry and for the best
part, most of them are but like any
industry there are a few bad eggs.
If you farm in a natural public wa-
ter space with plastics as structure
you must be prepared to clean up
your waste. Within weeks on beach
clean-ups the beaches are littered
with  mussel plastic again. The
beach clean-ups are not working.
They set their own standards and
that standard is not high enough
especially as the industry grows.
The industry is self-policing and
the Councils are not doing their
jobs as they are using ratepayer’s
money to support the mussel in-
dustry rather than spending tax-
payer’s cash on essential services.
Aquaculture is becoming more and
more important to this country due
to the dishonesty of commercial
fishers — so they need to do better.
What happens to the mussel lines
is that when the lines are loaded
with mussels and the farm is hit by
a big storm, the floats can explode
and the lines sink to the bottom
which happens on a regular basis.
When the harvesters are stripping

the lines a huge percentage gets
dumped over the side of the boat,
eg. a recent harvester was seen
dumping seventy ton of unwanted
mussel’s straight back into the water.
This has been occurring on a regular
basis as the mussels are killed by the
higher water temperatures. They have
to be harvested and it is too expensive
to land them and utilise in other in-
dustry like fertilisers and chicken feed.
Members from the Coromandel
Mussel farmers Association have
been telephoning our advertisers
complaining about our articles re-
garding the environmental dam-
age the farms are doing to Hau-
raki Gulf beaches and the seafloor.

Safety for

Winter activities

For them to stoop this low shows that
our articles must be rattling a few
cages. They have been caught out.
Rather than deal with the is-
sues in a practical way the mus-
sel farmers have decided, to ap-
proach our advertisers questioning
the authenticity of the articles.
In the past we have approached
and had meetings with the CEO
of the Coromandel Mussel Farm-
ers Assn and they have completed
refuted our arguments rather than
spend a dollar to fix the issues.
We're sure our advertisers would not
agree with the large amount plastics
on beaches and the environmental
damage under the water surface.
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fishing from the shore at Oriental Bay in Wellington.
his brother Digby caught several other smaller Kingies the same
morning - returning one of them to water even though it was 5cm

< Wellingtonian Barker Carroll with a 32Ib kingfish he caught
Barker and
over the legal limit.

< High Country opening day on a South Island
river with Bryan Searle. 231b without the tail.

While retrieving her she was attacked by 2 trout,

a brown and a rainbow of around half her size.

hey tore her tail off, so no hope for her if she was

returned. Anyone seen that before?

Visit us on www.facebook/Fishingandoutdoorsnewspaper

Cory Scott successfully defended the Sports Fly Fishing
New Zealand National Rivers championships with these
two giant redwoods taking 2nd Dan Comer and 3rd John

Gummer.
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Keep us informed

We are a fishing and hunting news-
paper focusing on the issues that af-
fect our environment, hunting and
fishing throughout New Zealand,
which include the poor manage-
ment of some of our estates by coun-
cil and government departments.
The waste of ratepayer funding, cor-
ruption and collusion within some
of these departments is beyond
belief and needs to be exposed.
Many of these departments have
agendas that are focussed on
destroying our fishing and hunt-
ing rights, but require public
consultation. This consultant can
be a meeting where they pre-

sent what they propose to do.
If many cases pub-
lic opinion is ignored.
We need your continued sup-
port to bring some of the issues
to the public and our readers.
WE ASK YOU to keep us informed
of issues and newsworthy happen-
ings in your area so you are kept
on the map, so please don't forget
to send in your articles and stories.
Accompanying pho-
tos provide the evidence.
If you want confidentiality we
are more than happy to oblige.
Remember we are not a warm fuzzy
fishing and hunting magazine.

The Wharf Coffee House & Bar

Thames Wharf

The Wharf Coffee House and Bar offers you a great spot to
enjoy lovely water views while you have a coffee and a bite
to eat. Located on historic Shortland Street Wharf, if you
feel like fish and chips you can pick some up from the
Thames Wholesale Fisheries next door.

? Open 9:00am-8:00pm daily - 07 8686828

Chomp Snappernator

$15.00

Then buy an Spare Octopus Pack

$10.00

And

Protection critical for power cables

Transpower said that a recent pros-
ecution over fishing activity in the
Cook Strait Cable Protection Zone
(CPZ) highlights the importance of
protecting the High Voltage Direct
Current (HVDC) Cook Strait Cables.
The CPZ protects critical submarine
electricity and telecommunications
cables that link the North and South
Islands. Fishing and anchoring are
prohibited in the CPZ to ensure
the cables are not accidentally dis-
turbed or damaged. These activities
- which include fishing using nets,
pots, lines and diving - present risks
to the inter-island flow of power
and data that forms part of New
Zealand's infrastructure backbone.
Penalties for breaching the Sub-
marine Cables and Pipelines Pro-
tection Act 1996 include fines
of up to $250,000 and forfei-
ture of the vessel responsible.
“The CPZ is in place to ensure that
this important piece of national in-
frastructure is kept safe, said Ricky
Smith, HVDC & Power Electron-
ics Manager at Transpower. “We
encourage people to familiarise
themselves with the location and
restrictions of the CPZ before fish-
ing in the Cook Strait, and to also
ensure that their navigational tools
onboard are sufficient/ he said.
This reminder comes following a

AVAILABLE NOW
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Buy 50 - 30% off

Floating Bait Knife

Chomp Pink
Flasher Rigs

Floating Filleting Knife

Removable Handle
Rubber net
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Chomp Waterproof Bags

Ideal for car keys and
cellphone

$20.00

Chomp Lucky
Fishing Caps

$15.00

View and order our full range of products online
Phone: 0508 4 CHOMP - 0508 424 667
Email: sales@ChompFishingProducts.co.nz
www.ChompFishingProducts.co.nz

recent case in the Nelson District
Court where the judge considered
the master of a fishing vessel had
been seriously careless in allowing
fishing equipment to be dragged
into the CPZ by tides. While no
damage was detected to the ca-
bles, this was considered serious
offending and a fine was imposed.
Smith said that there have been
previous incidents where trawling
equipment, other fishing gear and
anchors have caught on the un-
dersea cables and caused damage.
“Repairing these cables can cost mil-
lions of dollars and cause significant
disruption to power and communi-
cations systems for New Zealand.
We are lucky no damage occurred
in this incident, and we caution
those using the Cook Strait for rec-
reation or for commercial fishing to
be aware of the CPZ boundaries”
Transpower is keen to help edu-
cate those fishing or boating in the
Cook Strait to ensure the cables are
protected, and provides informa-
tion in a number of ways. Contact
information, and a summary of in-
formation for mariners, fishers, di-
vers and the public can be found at
https://www.transpow-

er.co.nz/cook-strait-cpz-

cable-protection-zone.

Visit us on www.facebook/Fishingandoutdoorsnewspaper

New Mountain man videos

JamieCarlehasrecently set-upayou-
tube channel https://youtu.be/fMV-
9VMsgU4s which he intends to inte-
grate with his recreational hunting
website www.mountainman.co.nz
If you are interested in watching

some of his remote adventures
and subscribing to the chan-
nel feel free and enjoy the clips.
This is only just the begin-
ning as he takes up film-
ing and hunting as a hobby.

An Auckland policeman spots a huge black guy dancing on the roof of a
Ford Sierra car.
He radios for backup. “A big black guy is dancing on the roof of an
old Ford car”
“You can't say that over the radio!” replies the comms operator, “You must
use politically correct terminology.”
“OK!” he says: “Zulu.... Tango... Sierra!”

We sell the cheapest salt flake ice
on the Coromandel Peninsula
and awide selection of bait
at competitive prices

openfrom 6 am 7 days aweek

China fishing plundering abroad

China is making big claims about
the improved state of its domes-
tic fisheries but are less concerned
about sustainable fishing practices
amongst its long-distance fleet,
which has a heavy global footprint.
Having instituted a nationwide
crackdown on overfishing over
the past few years, including fish-
ing moratoriums and aggressive
policing, China is claiming success
in its efforts to repopulate its se-
verely depleted domestic fisheries.
In enforcing its annual moratorium,
Chinese authorities impounded 7,000
vesselsand seized 400,000 nets. A2017
campaign dubbed the Liang Jian - or
“Flashing Sword” campaign, in Eng-
lish - led to 10,343 arrests and 1,369
defendants being brought to court
for various fisheries-related violations.
A separate campaign aligned with
a government scheme to reduce
the size of the trawling fleet in do-
mestic waters resulted in 16,000 in-
spections of 1,709 boat yards and
20,000 vessels to ensure they were
being dismantled or converted.
China has brought nearly none of
this effort or enthusiasm to clean-
ing up its fishing presence overseas.
Rather, its priority is to seek a domi-

nant position in global fishing waters
before considering anything like the
conservation and restoration the
country'’s various domestic campaigns
are apparently achieving at home.
China appears to be sensitive to that
critique. There are just 1,329 Chi-
nese vessels operating abroad, just
six percent of the global total. These
vessels collectively pulled in a 1.32
million-ton catch, representing a
12 percent share of the global total.
Zhang's Fishery Administration Office
did not clarify whether Chinese-owned
vessels flying a flag of another country
are counted in this figure, and did not
provide vessel sizes against which the
Chinese fleet can be measured to put
the six percent estimate into context.
Environmental group Greenpeace
has different estimates for China’s
fishing impact. The nonprofit es-
timates there are around 2,500
Chinese-owned fishing vessels op-
erating in international waters, giv-
ing it the world’s largest fleet by far.
According to data compiled by Global
Fishing Watch Chinese vessels spent
17 million hours of fishing in interna-
tional waters in 2016 and easily ex-
ceeds the rest of the top 10 countries
in the ranking’s combined hourage.

The strength and competiveness of
China’s international fishing fleet is
central to the country’s self-identified
role for itself as a so-called “Great
Ocean Power”-and to the success of its
New Silk Road, or “One Belt, One Road”
plan to bolster its international trade.
At a World Trade Organization sum-
mit in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in
December 2017, China said it would
limit its international fishing fleet to its
2016 level, around 3,000 vessels but
the policy will not affect the Chinese
fleet's move toward greater efficiency
and “international competitiveness,”
That “international competitiveness”
is aided by China’s fuel subsidies,
which frequently make the difference
between a profitable and unprofit-
able fishing trip for many of China’s
large fishing firms — many of which
would not survive without the sub-
sidies checks sent to them each year
by the finance ministry in Beijing.
China is having an outsized impact
on the world’s fisheries, especially in
areas where there’s no significant lo-
cal fleet to compete and where arti-
sanal fishermen are being squeezed
out of their livelihoods. And China is
poised to take an even larger share
of the global catch moving forward.

What is a coarse fish?

Perch, tench and rudd are designated
as sports fish under the Act and Regu-
lations and are part of the Fish and
Game licencing system and have been
for years, this also varies by region.
So they are a recognized coarse fish
which should be acknowledged as
they are a beautiful freshwater fish.
Perch have oftenbeenthe partofabag
in Lake Wairarapa and Lower Ruama-
hunga, but like everything, they seem
to have declined over the last 15 years.
Perch are a good table fish, of-
ten found in large shoals and the
fishing could be fast & furious.
Perch were also seen in Lake Waihola
south of Dunedin and in some of the

dredging areas round Alexandra, as
well as being prevalent in the Waikato
river system and many adjoining lakes.
While not personally enamo-
red by tench and rudd, perch are
a much neglected sports fish,
and some are good eating too.
To change the status quo would
require changing the Act.
And given the Forest and Bird derived
nonsense labeling trout as ‘stoats of
the waterways' which are the sole rea-
son that native fish are imperiled, cou-
pled with a Minister that Forest and
Bird seem to have in their pockets,
the general public that seems to swal-
low this rubbish without question.

However the key point of note is
that a NZ freshwater licence allows
you also - in addition to ‘sports fish’
(such as trout and salmon) to fish
for what is defined as ‘coarse’ fish
which includes perch, tench and in
the Auckland/Waikato Region Rudd.
Some traditional trout fishers argue
that this definition could allow for
a distinction of difference and have
it that coarse fish are not sports
fish and that they should be classi-
fied as pest fish - along with carp?
The freeing of perch fishing in NZ from
any restrictive regulations appears
to be long overdue, however Carp
should never be allowed to be in-
cluded or recognized as a sports fish.
They are and will ever be a pest fish.
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Coromandel Fishing fills the chilly bins

Looking for a charter that
will  fill  your chilly bin?
It can never be guaranteed of
course but the skippers know
there stuff and in eight years of
participating in there carters only
once have | come close to missing
out but still went home with fish.
Currently some good sized snapper
have been caught on a regular basis
with some charters going home an
hour early as the limits were nailed.

There is also plenty of king-
fish around with some
good kingies being caught.

Many fishers are still going our with
old bait and no ice. It should be
second nature now to fill your bin
with good quality salt flake ice so

that by the time you get around to
filleting your catch itSalty Towers
Bait and Tackle Shop on Tiki Road
sell fresh Coromandel mussels.
You can guarantee that when you
call into see Hank he will ask you
where you're going and offer some
free advice on where to go to catch
a feed and how to use the bait.
Some places fish well in the morn-
ing or afternoon than others but
he wants the fishos to get their
share of the abundance of Hauraki
Gulf snapper. It's good for Coro-
mandel and good for the fishos.
Salty Towers offer a fish filleting
service and for those who enjoy
smoked fish this can be done and
the bounty couriered when done or

you can pickit up the next day, along
with any bait and tackle supplies.
Coromandel Fishing Charters are
taking bookings for small and me-
dium sized groups to fill up each
charter so if you have a couple
of mates but are a few short of a
boat load don’t worry just give
Tom and call and he’ll help you out.
Coromandel Fishing Charters of-
fer more than a fishing experi-
ence as there is a lot more to the
Hauraki Gulf than people imagine.
To Book your Charter or Christ-
mas function call Tom or Lor-
raine on 027 8668001, or
email: corofishing@gmail.com

Government inaction is killing Dolphin

A recent protect march in Auck-
land highlighted the broken pre-
election promises to protect Maui
and Hector’s dolphins, the Labour-
led government is now consider-
ing cancelling video monitoring

of NZ commercial fishing fleet.
When video camera monitoring
was trialed on boats out of Tima-
ru, footage caught images of fish
dumping of undersize and non-
target fish, and the capture and

disposal overboard of two Hector’s
dolphins. None were reported.
Recently five Hectors dolphin

were caught in a commercial set
net and the MPI is investigating.
The installation of video monitoring
onfishing vesselsin Australialed toa
700% increase in reported by-catch.
It's expected that in NZ improved
monitoring will expose more of
the same indiscriminate catch and
disposal of non-target species.
The very limited observer cover-
age on the NZ fishing fleet, al-
ready reveals waste and destruc-
tion of tonnes of fish. Maui and
Hector’s dolphins, as well as sea
lions, penguins and sea birds are
all threatened with extinction.
Common, Dusky, Bottlenose dol-
phins, and even Orca are regu-
larly killed by set nets and trawlers.
What price is dolphin protection?
When the fishing companies do-
nate large sums to political parties
it is a serious conflict of interest.

Visit us on www.facebook/Fishingandoutdoorsnewspaper

Fisheries operation nets non-compliance

Fishery officers patrolling the waters on the North Island’s east coast

A multi-agency fisheries compli-
ance operation along the North
Island’s east coast has uncovered a
range of offending including non-
reporting of commercial crayfish.
The Ministry for Primary Industries-
led operation involved resources
and personnel from the New
Zealand Police and the National
Maritime  Coordination  Centre
(NMCC) and focused on at-sea
inspections of recreational and
commercial vessels within the
coastal waters of New Zealand's
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).
Eight fishery officers and six staff
from New Zealand Police were

involved in the patrol from Auck-
land to Whanganui and back,
covering 2,000 nautical miles
and totalling 15 days at sea.
The patrol also covered 6 ma-
rine  reserves in the area.
MPI chief compliance officer for
Hawkes Bay/Wairarapa, Brent Smith,
says the operation covered a large
area of coast around the North Is-
land including some isolated and re-
mote areas that are usually difficult
to reach by normal patrol methods.
“The operation was a good op-
portunity to check compliance of
both recreational and commercial
vessels fishing in the area over the

summer period,” Mr Smith says.
“More than 150 commercial and
recreational vessels were in-
spected during the patrol, and
approximately 300 people, in-
cluding divers, were spoken to.
“We detected a small number of
alleged offences including one in-
cident of unreported crayfish by
a commercial vessel in the Coro-
mandel and undersized fin fish on
an amateur fishing charter vessel.

“Follow-up action is be-
ing taken by MPI.
“The level of compliance was

very good overall and it was great
to see that the majority of peo-
ple were doing the right thing.
“Joint operations like this with the
Auckland Police Maritime Unit
are an invaluable way in which to
raise compliance levels. The fact
we're out there together sends a
very strong message that any in-
cidents of non-compliance will
be taken very seriously and those
who are caught offending will
attract the relevant penalties.
“This ultimately supports sus-
tainable fisheries manage-
ment, which is the aim of
these patrols,” says Mr Smith.

Snappa Bill strikes again

Allthe way from the windy city Snap-
pa Bill at a young age of 74 has been
out with Coromandel Fishing Char-
ters over the past two weeks break-
ing all sorts of records (best fun,
best service, best weather.) What a
great experience for anyone who
loves places like the Coromandel.
Snappa Bills advice for April -

don't forget your salt flake ice.
Have respect for your catch and
treat it the way you would ex-
pect to be treated. Putting your
catch on ice will ensure it stays
fresh and makes it easier to fillet.
See you all next month for shore!!

View the newspaper online at www.fishingoutdoors.org and advertise online with us.
isit us on www.facebook/Fishing And Outdoors Newspaper



View the newspaper online at www.fishingoutdoors.org - and advertise online with us

World Fly Fishing Championships

The 4th FIPS Mouche World Fly
Fishing Masters Champs 2018
are to be held in Asturias Spain
from the 24th to 30 April 2018.
Countries that have confirmed
their presence are: Ireland; Bel-
gium; Czech Republic; Italy; South

Africa;  Finland; New  Zealand;
France; Spain; USA and Holland.
The FIPS Mouche has chosen Tren-
tino, Italy, for the 38th World Fly
Fishing Championships to be held
from 17th to 23rd September 2018.
Set in the heart of the Alps, in an ex-

ceptional environment where nature
is the protagonist, and with over 2000
km of water streams, almost 300 lakes
and alpine lakes, over 800 sq km of
natural parks, Trentino is ready to wel-
come fishermen from all over Europe.

Bridges need some environmental advice

Simon  Bridges national's new
leader was boldly blowing his
trumpet recently and said:
“We're New Zealanders, and we
represent nearly one in two of
them in Parliament, we care pas-
sionately about the environment”
But how passionate is Mr Bridges
himself? He believes his record
is strong on the environment.
But what do his past actions tell us?
Bridges signed off mining access to
DoC land at Victoria Forest Park near
Reefton, stating: “Mining has been a
mainstay on the West Coast for the last
150 years, and long may it continue.”
Bridges has cuddled up with off-
shore oil companies, and opened
up the endangered Maui dol-

phin  habitat for oil explora-
tion with only 68 left world-wide
Bridges introduced a new law
designed to suppress protests
at sea against oil exploration.
If Mr Bridges and the National Party
really want to be taken seriously on
the environment, genuinely want-
ing to turn over a new leaf, he seri-
ously needs some new direction.
Stop all oil and gas exploration.
Support the roll out of solar gen-
eration to provide the power for
the electrification of transport,
and stop off fossil fuel generation
Stand up against the conservative
farming lobby and help put agriculture
into the Emissions Trading Scheme.
Stop subsidising agriculture

to the tune of $500m per year

Support a shift away from in-
dustrial agriculture by ending ir-
rigation, PKE imports, chemical
fertiliser, over stocking, and in-
vesting in better ways of farming
Support efforts to con-
trol the fishing industry
Educate Judith Collins
on the value of wetlands’

A new political leader looking to build
environmental credibility does need
to know what’s happening with green-
housegasemissionsinhisown country.
Bridges has no excuse to consist-
ently attack the environment - he
needs to show some backbone
and change direction for the sake
of our next generations of kids.

Taupo Fishing Club’s annual trout tournament

The Taupo Fishing Club’s annual
trout tournament was held from
March 23 to 25 with a strong num-
ber of entries from anglers of all ages.
The event is a real family affair, with
dozens of families getting involved, all
vying to be in the prizes and hoping
to land an ever-elusive trophy trout.
Saturday dawned slightly breezy, with
15 knot north easterly winds making
life tricky for those who had ventured
to the Western Bays. Things had eased
slightly on Sunday, with anglers stick-
ing close to town presented with flat
conditions, while those south of Taupo

still had a slight wind to contend with.
Anglers spread themselves over
the fishery, with most rivers be-
ing fished and plenty of boaties
heading out on to Lake Taupo, the
only lake in the fishery that could
be fished for the competition.
Of the 202 fish weighed over the
weekend, with 106 caught on Satur-
day and 96 on Sunday, the biggest
was Karl Sawyer’s 3.910kg brown
trout, securing him the trophy for
heaviest brown, with Ricky Mallasch’s
2.488kg rainbow beating out dozens
of others to take the 2018 honours

for biggest rainbow trout. Karl must
have found a good spot, as a 3.258kg
brown he weighed in also landed him
a prize for the third-heaviest brown.
Craig Woolacott took this year’s
honours for best condition fac-
tor with a tidy 59.61 for his catch.
For the younger anglers, Charlie
Sangster’s condition factor of 54.39
helped him win the junior 4-10 years
best condition trophy and Cody Blake
won the junior 11-17 years trophy
with a 54.91 condition factor. Charlie
also had the third best condition fish
weighed in his category and took third

Fifty Pools to fish
before you die’
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place with a 49.75 condition factor.
While not everyone could take home
a prize for their catch, generous spon-
sorship from a range of retailers and
businesses meant a large number of
entrants walked away with a spot prize.
The Taupo Fishing Club is grateful to

Visit us on www.facebook/Fishingandoutdoorsnewspaper

those who supported the tournament
and to all the generous sponsors who
generously supplied spot prizes and
assistance to run the competition.
Tournament Results:
Early Bird Draw: Jayden Adern.
Adults, Heaviest Brown Trout: 1
Karl Sawyer, 3.910kg; 2 Bevan Geye,
3.632kg; 3 Karl Sawyer, 3.258kg.
Heaviest Rainbow Trout: 1 Ricky Mal-
lasch, 2.488kg; 2 Daniel Cumming,
2.390kg; 3 Brian Webster, 2.304kg.
Best Condition Factor: 1 Craig
Woolacott, 59.61; 2 Phil Andrews,
56.5; 3 Brandon Sawyer 55.55.
Average Weight (1.446): 1 Hugo Lotta
1.446; 2 Malcom Burr; 3 Linda Arderne.
Unlucky  Angler: John Wall.
Lucky Angler: Sean  Anderson.
Junior, Junior 4-10 Best Condition:

1 Charlie Sangster 54.39; 2 Ashley
Fraser 50.12; 3 Charlie Sangster 49.75.
Junior 11-17 Best condition: 1
Cody Blake 54.91; 2 Billi Roa Rhind

49.35; 3 Warren Hemopo 49.13.
Junior Overall Average Weight
(1.343):  Tamati  Pitiroi  1.342kg.
Junior  Overall Unlucky  An-
gler: Brandon Yates.

The most destructive fishing method

The Trawl method of harvesting fish
is and always has been the most
destructive and wasteful method of
fish harvest known to man. What-
ever country allows any method
of commercial fishing harvesting
where the net is recovered mechani-
cally is in danger of having their nat-
ural fishery overfished to extinction.
The only way to stop a fishery be-
ing fished to extinction by these
trawl monsters are the managers
of the fishery, who must only con-
sider one thing. And that is to sus-
tain the fish stocks at a level that
allows the fishery to thrive with
healthy breeding stock sufficient
in size and number to sustain af-
ter a fishing year has concluded.
In NZ our fishing season starts on
the first of October. This means
if a commercial fisher catches his
quota of fish in September of say
20 ton of Snapper and gets another
20 ton on October the first then
there has been 40 ton of Snap-
per taken from that area in two
months, not 24 months. When this
is caught by a bulk trawl harvester

then the fish stock of snapper
has been overfished quite legally.
The inshore fishery has been plun-
dered by the commercial fishers in
this way since the introduction of
the QMS. The big companies send
big boats in to catch the finish of last
year's quota and the first of the next
year's quota while the large vessel is
in the area. This can wipe out an area
leaving nothing behind for recrea-
tional/customary and the small lo-
cal commercial operators in an area.
As a testament to this if we com-
pare the fish stock levels of snapper
in the inner Hauraki Gulf to the fish
stock of the Bay of Plenty, the in-
ner Hauraki Gulf has huge stocks of
good snapper and has the highest
population of recreational fishers
in the country. That should not be
possible, yet it is. The Bay of Plenty
has a bigger water area and dis-
mal stocks of Snapper with a very
small recreational fishing popula-
tion compared to the Hauraki Gulf.
The answer is very clear; the in-
ner Hauraki Gulf does not have a
fleet of fish-killing monster trawl-

ers in the area and hasn't done
since the introduction of the QMS.
The Bay of Plenty has had a fishery
disaster with every fish stock in
the area because the commercial
fishers have overfished the area
since the QMS was introduced.
The new management team in
Fisheries now must consider only
the sustainability of the dwin-
dling fish stocks and forgo any
advice to support the fishing in-
dustry with financial policies.
The actions of NZ First in this re-
gard have been disgusting. The
party has disregarded its fishing
policy and gone back to the gut-
ter politics of the 1980's, but then
| guess that’s how Winston Peters
and Shane Jones learnt their trade,
behind closed doors with scotch
whiskey and secret handshakes.
All trawl type vessels must go out
past the 12nm as it was promised
in the NZ First fishing policy and
when they get there they should
have cameras above and be-
low deck because we don't trust
their trawl methods anywhere.

BOAT FOR SALE

Price $45,000.00

SCORPION boat aluminium outboard boat hard top 6.15m
a